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porhecaries Reeply to the Ciry's Printed Reaſons againſt Their Bill. 


Humbly Submitted to the Conſideration of the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 4ſſembled. 
{RST, -Itis alledgd againſt the Bill, That rhe Ground thereof 3s Falſe; viz. That the Apothecaries ſerving Pariſh, 'Ward, avd | Leet-Cffices, 


takes np ſo much of their Time, that they cannot perform their Truft in their Trade, or attend their Patients arcording to their: Daty 

Anſwer, This Suggeſtion had been indeed Fajfe, could thoſe ſeveral Offices have been executed without employing any time therein. 

'Tis ſuggeiled, That the Duty of (and the only Truſt repoſed in ) the Aporhecartes, is to make and compound their Medicines, and 
then to carry or ſend them by their reſpeCive Servants ( as other Tradetmen do). | 

Anſwer, It were for the Eaſe-and:Trtereſt of the Apothecaries to wiſh, that their Attendance were never required, and that the Neceflity of the 

Caſe did never 4i/pexſe with their adminiſtring Phyſick withour a Phyſician's Preſcription .; But ir is ſo Nototous in Fat? as it needs no Proof, That 

didnorthe Apotlecaries in Charity G/ve to many both their Arrexdarce and Phyſick, ſome Thouſands would.periſþ, ſeeing their unhappy Incipacity can 
»1ay for neither. | 

: "Chis isnot alledg'd to plead for a Liberty of Prattice, but only to expoſe the evidezt Falſi:y of the Suggeftion: And it's preſume !, ſcarce any that 

0p9ſe this Bill wouid emplor thet Apothecary who ſhould only ſend his Servants, refufing im Perſon tovifit, whillt he was under a Phyſical Preſcription. 

Secozaly, Whereas it is ſuggeſted, Thar moſt of the O.itices 1n the Bill mentioned may be ex: cured by Deputy : 

Anſiver, This is eqzally Chargeable with Fining : And tf the Perſonal Attendance? of this Pzofeſſion in thoſe Offices is not conſiſtent 
withthe Common Jntereft, Jt's humbly ſubmitted to the Gzeat Wiſdom of this Uright Bonourable Youſe, TUhether it's rea- 
ſonable that the P2ofefſors ſhould be thus charged ; for that 1s 1n effect, with humbie Submiſtion, obiiging 1his Profeſſion ro buy an Er- 
emptton for a General God. 1/41) (ith all due Submiſſion ) it may be hop'd this Honourable Parliams at will zow Grant without Price. For 

Þ jn none of thoſe Laws, Statutes, or Cuſtoms, that have ( for a General Good ) exemprea Lawyers both Common and Civil, Attorneys, Proftors, &C, or Phy- 
ſicians and Surgeons, was it thought equitable to oblige any of thoſe Profeſſions, by Fines or other Impoſitions, to Buy ſuch Exemptions. Neither was it in 
any of the above Inſtances thought proper 4 upon g7v/2g ſuch Exemptions to any of the before-mention'd Profeſſions ) to aiſable any of thoſe Pro- 
fellors from ſucly Common Rights (as Voting ) in any Election whatſoever; thar being depriving men of a Right which all degrees of men in ſome 

,..reſpet enjoy. Neither ( withalldue Submiſſion ) would thofe Laws have ſeem'd cr/1//ext with themſelves, that ſhould in oxe part have given an 
Immunity or Privilege to a Profe//ion, whole very Profeſſors by the ſame Statute ſhould be puzjh'd by being d-priv'd of a -Common Right. And his 
without any Offence. by them commitred ; 7/5 77 can ve ſaid to be a Crime for men to recetve [uch Benefits as the Legiſlators ( tor the Good of 


Mankind) 24124 ft ro give. | - | : 
It is ſuggeſted, Thar the Apot!.ecaries are A»9t7ous 08 icveral Offices of Fa2ur and Profit, in which as much of their Time is ſpent, as in thoſe 


they would now be exempted trom. 
Anſwer, There are not above Erzht Apothecaries Common Council-men; Zut One (ar preſent) an Alderman's Deputy ; 4»: One in the Lieute- 
-NAncy ; mot exceearnn Two Captains in Commiſi.cn, int! e City of Lozdon ; none of w!1.h was by them ſought. 
As for their ſpending ſome Time in EleQing Lord-Mayor, ec. thoſe EleQtions are wery /clacmr, and fo but a 241) part of their Time therein ſpent : 
And being in them a voluntary Att, its never aone to the Neglett of their Patients, But it is Quite otherwiſe in thoſe Offices which poſitively require 
their Perſonal Service. 


Thiraly, *tis ObjeQted, That the Apcthecaries have zo the /ame Reaſons for Exemptions as the Phzſician:, whole Perſonal Attendance is required 
and they cannot att by Proxy. 3 

Af ver, *Tis confels'd that Phyſicians uf? Act in Perſon : And it is as manifeſt Truth that the Apothecaries doe, even to the ſpending much 
more time therein than the Phyſician doth ; and (as beſore-obſerved ) ina zhorſand Inſtances muſf, (where the Phylicians can't be paid, and for that 
reaſon generally are not ſent for) or the Patients muſk periſh. And which of th:ſe two ſpend moſt time on their Patients ( with humble Submiſſion ) 
amolt 4d-/erve an Exemp:.-:. 

Some of the Learmcdſt and Eminentſt Phyficians knowing the arounds of this Bill to be true, have induſtriouſfly tromoted the Paſſing thereof; for which 
the Apothecartes think themſelves in gratitude bound to make their publick ackzowledoment. 

Fourthly, ?Tis aſſerted that the Fixes for Offices by Act of Common Council are forbid tobe applied ts 7* -*:--, &c, 

Anſwer, This very Prohibition proves the before-common Abules of thoſe Fines ; and it can plainly be p:07g 5, that Roty, rutendint at AR (in 
the greateſt part of them ) they are ſtill miſpent in luxurious Treats. Y 

Fifthly, As for the Univerſal Exemption of all Apothecaries throughout th? Kingdom by thoſe Reaſons complained of: 

Anſwer, Inthis the City ſeem officiouſly to Oppole what all other parts of Fxzland ( by their filence ) may be preſumed to deſire 25 a common 
gocd ; forupon firft reading this Bill, the gromnds thereof, and the bentfits thereby. were thought ſo reaſonable and atvantgeous, that a worthy Member of the 
Hoſe of Commons Mov'd the Exemption might extead to all Parts of England, This motion was ſo we/ approv'd of, that the Bill was [Immediately 
alter'd roits now latitude. 

Sixthly, *Tis Objefted, That the preſent Exemptions from Offices are already too 7437, and that ſuch Immyunities tend to the great Oppreſſion of the 
Subject, eſpecially the POrer /orr. | 

Azſwer, Thereare zor above Three Hundred thirty ſeven Aporberaries within the Bills of Mortality ; and modeſty ſpeaking, ther: are about 
One hundred and thirty thouſand houſes, as 1s preſuined upon a Critical calculation ( notwithſtanding what the Ciry Reaſons hath ſaid to the 
744 ) : So zhat theres Vt one Apothecary to near Four hundred Families, and above Two thouſand perſoas co an Apothecary within 
thoſe Limits. 

Now admitting that the A pothecaries Abuſed Fines for Olices, Communibas Annis, come to Pne Hundred Pounds per 4x». ( which is the 
molt they would amount to J the Forgiving thoſe Qif-ſpent /ines would nor be One Farthing Pearly charge to eac4 of the: above- Number of 
Houles: For i 30 thouſand Farthings comes to 1357.8 5. and qd. And how wery Ovpreſſive th1s defired Exemption would thUS prove, deſerved the Con- 
ſideration of the Objedtors, before they made this Groundleſs Suogeſtion. 

But admitting that there were not above the One half of the before-Number of Houſes within the Bills of Mortality, then the Charge would 
not amount to a Farthing half Farthing per A»»»m, to each Houle: And what Maſter of a Family doth ſo little regard his H-a/th, as not rather 
to pay that Jnconfiderable Charge, than that his Apothecary (by any of thoſe Common Offices ) ſhould be engaged, when nothing leſs than 
the ſaving his own (or ſome of his Families) Life, neceſſarily requires his Attendance. 

It is pretended that no Reaſon can be aſſign'd for Exempring Aapothecaries from Offices, &c. but may with as much colour be given for any other 
Occupation concerned about the neceſlaries of Life. 

Anſw. As for Bakers, Brewers, Butchers, &c. the Maſters in thoſe Trades work very little, their mendoing all under them, and ſo they in their 
Perſons are much at leiſure, and conſequently may well ( without any publick prejudice) ſerve in Offices; but otherwiſe in the caſe of Apothe- 
caries, where the Maſter's Attendance is deſired by all Patients, and their own Eyes neceſſarily required to ſee moſt of their Medicines faichfully 
prepared, Beſides if any other Traders negle& their Trade, the prejudice tends only to their private Property, whereas by the negle&t of the 
Apothecary the Patients would many times Periſh. | 

And whereas theſe Gentlemen alledge that the Poorer ſort will be oft grieved by Paſſing this Bill : It's humbly conceived, That thoſe will receive the 
greateſt Benefits by the Paſſing thereof. For the Apothecaries not being deprived of any part of their Ttme or Money [ by Services or Fines ] 
upon the account of any of thoſe Troubleſore or Fineable Offices, They will be then more at /ci/ure and the better able to beſtow both their Viſits 
and xm Fe on the Peorer Sort. , 

Now whether the Apothecaries Dnly ſhould be charzed with this 1001. per Ann. #n their Fines for their Exemption, or the | | 
thouſand Famzlies ( that within the Bills of Moatality receive the Lee of their due of fly Attendance on their 5. x earn ry 
F barg _ at preſent under the mature Conſideration of this Auguſt and Right Honourable Aſſembly : To whoſe 2reat W iſaom the Premiſes are moſt humbly 
Hom Cao | | 
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